The advancement of education in the history of steam launches, by
preservation, maintenance and exhibition of the steam launch Consuta
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Dear All

| hope you are all keeping well and
haven't been too bored throughout the
summer months without our usual
volunteer work parties and great outin g
on Consuta.

I've been quite busy with some other
interesting jobs that have been on holc
for some time now, also I've used my
workshop to make some of the variou:
small parts needed for Consuta’s
refurbishment.

That vintage photo puzzle in our summer
newsletter asking “do you know where thi
is?” did evoke a couple of responses, but
nobody identified the actual location.

The photo was taken just upriver of
Abingdon road bridge looking across to the
island the location of the Nags Head inn.
Here above is another photo looking down
river towards the road bridge. The Nags
Head is just behind the trees and the sign on
this one says Crown & Thistle Hotel landing
stage. The moorings are presently used by
Salters trip boats and the shed headed J
Stevens on the end is no longer there.

If you want another challenge on the left is a
another Frith period photo; you should find
this location a bit easier to identify?

Consuta project work

We’ve been in contact with our HLF project grarfioefr about continuing project delays. At presestivave
quite a substantial unspent grant fund, mainlynidéel for future project work such as training aundher
public activities. This part of the HLF grant waseinded to be used once Consuta was back in operlie
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had agreed with the Beale Park event officer taupe€onsuta for public display on the lake over
several days throughout the summer; this howevernga possible this year.

Our case officer has therefore suggested that beaaithe future uncertainties we might like to
consider closing the grant programme now, then ¢etmphe remaining activity programme as
and when we are able to do so. This did seem t@tyesensible idea with all the present
unknowns, so we've agreed. It has been importantake sure that all future predictable costs
are covered before signing off, especially as weeweell under spent on the original budget. This
probably is quite unusual for HLF funding, whereepgpend seems common.

We have drawn up a list of various items and ctigtswill require funding to complete the
project, so hopefully we should not be short ortcosice Consuta is back in steam. The
following are some of some of the future budgetsagich have been included:-

1. Test out the use of the new steam installat@ite proven we had intended to make
some additional traditional boiler fittings not dable in modern times; CAD drawings for
these have already been drawn, but the partstilitesed to be cast and then machined
up.

2. Cost for retraining our volunteer crew membergshe management of the refurbished
steam plant installation.

3. Costs of providing public display of Consutaidg several days at the park, already
agreed with the Beale Park Trust. This would ingghublic access to Consuta while
afloat, combined with the use of the project exilahidisplay unit sited close by.

4. During these public displays we also intengrimmote some more project supported
visits to marine steam museums such as:- the H&Ney and Rowing Museum, HMS
Belfast in London, the SS Great Britain in Bristahd other steam exhibits.

5. Then as funds will allow what about coverihg tost of taking Consuta to Windermere
for a year? We might even be able to gain the cefmrthe fastest steam boat measured
at Records Week; note this annual event has nowmeged back to Windermere.

Some recent information about the use of Consuta plywood

One of our supporters in Devon sent me a newspdipping about an existing Consuta plywood
building which is grade 2 listed. See copy of mepm the next page.

This summer | was also contacted by an architect @vhailed:- “I am doing some research on
the Consuta Bungalow which was designed for the8 182al Home Exhibition and wondered if
you have any knowledge of it, one was built onl#he of Wight, now demolished and there is the
original in South Milton, Devon, which | am workirgg at present — your information regarding
Consuta Ply and the patent process has been Jpfylkel saw your piece on the Victoria &
Albert museum exhibition which missed it!”

I've asked the architect for more details, butaonibthing further has been provided; looks to me
that they are the same property?.

Many thanks to everyone for your continuing finahsupport, let us hope that we can have a
good boating year in 2021, there are lots of eagithings to do with Consuta.

| wonder if you like working from home and have bdelly occupied in these difficult times,
The Consuta Trustees October 2020
Brian Smith

Consuta Newsletter - Autumn 2020 2



-0 nadpueydrew@euorssajord-suonone

10 9655S8 8YSTO U0 SUONONY 119 PUBYDIBI
9yS1ImiIe)) 11en)S 198IU0D S[TRIdP ISYIING 10,

‘uonone ofqnd ay) 03 rouxd

PIOS Ssaun [910H auolsapmny[ oy e wd og'g 1.
‘T 19q0300 U0 uonone 03 08 m Aradoxd ayJ,

Juonisod [eI1se0d pajeasde Suru

1SVOD NO AINOH "TVASON

-unys e ur seprunyroddo snorrea s1apo A1rodoxd

SIY) pue SUIAI] [eUONEBISUIS-NNUI I9Jj0 Jey)

santadoid pue aoeds 901750 a0y 10§ sisanbar
UT 90Ua3MSal Udas sey] 1N PUBYIIRIA,

'syjuem pue sanurord Suisnoy en

-PIAIpUI II91]} SUTUN] SUT ‘I9AS UBT]) IOUWT ‘MOU

are s1aseyomnd A11adoiq "spesu ursnoy eyl

Surzrunnios pue SunenyeAs-al aIe s1eAnq asnoy
Auewr 91ewWI JUSLIMD Y} U], :pIes 11enig
"aWoY B Ur ANIfeurdrIo payonojun ‘ens
-nun 10§ up[oo[ siseISNIuUa SunuUNY Asnoy Ay}
I0j wag areI Y "9IM)IuINy I00p pue ‘sumiy ed
-1m097e pue 131 ‘Suroued einsuo)) aarssardur
9y} SaIMJBa]J IOLISIUI JoBIUT 31} ‘90eds [eNUad
© JJo SuneIper swooI yIm NoAe[ [euIaiul [eu
-08ed29pop [ensnun ue sey asnoy anbrun sy,
"feg Amq
-31g 1920 smarA remoejoads Surkofua ‘Aneag
[emjeN SurpuelsinQ Jo BAIY UE UL N eaIe
UONBAISSUOD B UM pajenyis jou st A1rodoxd
9y, yuasuod roud 1ay) Sup[eas oyim Afreu
-I9]X9 uoneId)fe Aue SUnOLNSAI JSTLIT, [BUONEN
9} M JUBUSAO0D B dn 13s 0Ym UIMPOL)
uyof Aq paseyomd sem A1radoxd ayy g26T UT
*JJeIdITe SULIBWI
pue sjeoq 10§ [Ny 1ySniajem 1ySromiyS
I10J UOT}ONIISUOD JO ULIE] ATRUOTIN[OASI B SBM
11 ‘axm 1oddod yim 1931080} paydlns pue 0d1ed
pajooidioyem yim paseaiaur Supjuerd Aue
-Soyewr jo s199uaA Moy sasuduwod ‘ensuo))
*Ansnpur JJeIdIre ysnug pue
Surpmgq jeoq a1 10§ [eL1alew Surisauold e sem
yorym poomA[d paIaauaa ‘INsuo)) aAneAOuUr
9 sasn [ ‘pyT sopunes g § Aq moredungq ens
-uo)) pajuajed e Jo ajdurexs SUIAIAINS UMOID]

A[uo ayy s131 - dwoy Aeprjoy pajestqej-axd o
Jo opdurexa A[1es ue spasnoy ayj jo udisap oy
se ‘pays] [T apeIn) pareudisap st Auradoxd ay,
*9)1s Juasald )1 U0 Pa)daIs pue uol
-[IA yinos 03 pasowr uay sem Auradord ayg,
uonIqryxy
SWIOH [edP] [TeJA A[re(] 9U} 3UIMO[0] €261
ur Aqrurej Supjueq Sutwaf oy Aq paseyomd
sem pue 1oudisap Jeoqpaads pIigan[g snourej
ay) m syury sey udisap s A1radoxd ayy,
Sumoer syydnoy)
sopdoad Suma8 pue 1sa1ayut jo 10 & Sunera
-uag Aure}1a0 st pue s3UIp[Mqino pue suonippe
I191e] sey ‘sade 6.z Ajrewrxoidde ur uonisod
[e1se0O IRMORIdadS B Ur S)Is mofedung pajed
-11qey-o1d PapIs-gT AYJ, 'sTeaA JuUsdal ur uonone
011y8noq a4 | santadoid Sunmoxe pue dumsinur
JSOUI Y]} JO AU ST STY,,, :PAIUIUITIOD I0JII(]
1med puByOIB ‘SOTYIN 1YSLIMIIED) 1IBTIS
‘[910H dU0lsa[My,
ayr e wdoggie
118q0100 ‘Aepsmyy,
uo uonone o1qnd 0}
Jurog st yorym Arradoxd
[e3sB0D ST} SUnadIRUI
aq 0} payyaIap
stjuaunreda
uonoNy s N9J pueyoIe

«

0202 /2 1SNONY 'AVASYNHL aTVYIH HLNOIWATd [o¥4

Consuta Newsletter - Autumn 2020



Consuta’s new installation
taken this year.

We haven't fitted all components such
as water gauges, hopefully to delay
tarnishing before use?
Everything in the shed suffers from

damp — it has an earth floor.

Photos of

Injector
\, steam
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Some of the more obvious changes.
The funnel is slightly smaller diameter.
Two steering wheels can be coupled and with thedeptals look like those in early photos.
New route for the exhaust steam pipe under thecsdk.
Lower boiler casing which is fairly obvious, ane thngine casing is also set as low as possible.
All this will make it easier for the helmsman’swie@nd Consuta looking sleeker as originally built.
There is also more space for the fireman, andbdliler should be much easier to manage.

DI —
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Couldnt resist including a couple of photos we sidered for the HLF report
The photo of a group checking how to take the engpart, was included in the report.

The photo of the steering wheel with the highlysbeld pedestal, although looking good
was not sent.
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