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Dear All 

I hope you are all keeping well during the lovely weather we’ve had late spring, it’s a pity that we 
cannot have Consuta afloat to enjoy any boating. I am now resigned to no steam operation for Consuta 
this year, even though the Thames may be open for limited private pleasure boating, all major events 
planned for the year have been cancelled and social distancing is still in effect. 

Consuta project work 

Unfortunately the final completion 
work on Consuta has stopped at 
Beale Park since March, however 
we’ve been quite busy at home. My 
own workshop has been in action to 
provide parts for modifications to 
the injector new pipe work, this 
involved making custom style 
fittings which are not available in 
modern times. 

Also the design of an injector 
combined check and shutoff cock 
has moved on still further. Bill Hall 
has offered to make a casting pattern 
for an inline variation of the design 
shown in the Spring newsletter – see 
the updated drawings on the next 
page.   

Paul has said he will look at the possibilities of a pattern set 
for the angled versions. 

While I was drawing up the various designs, I purchased a 
modern bronze ¾" BSP straight plug cock valve just to check 
that my design dimensions were appropriate. This valve was 
useful for this, but although the casting parts were good, the 
quality of the machining work was poor. The valve had been 
sealed with gasket compound to make it leak proof, it should 
have been ground in properly because in service it would 
have always leaked – see the photo. I suppose I should have 
returned it for a refund. 

Stud holes miss-aligned 
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You might wonder why didn’t we use Consuta’s old combined check and cock? Well they worked 
OK but were too large and a bit of an over design using a complicated double gland which was 
quite unnecessary, also they were flange mounted. Interesting to see that PTFE is now successfully 
used on many current steam fittings replacing the traditional graphite gland packing. I have wondered if 
we should also make use of “O” rings to improve the sealing life of the old style tapered plug cocks.  

On the right are catch dishes designed for the injector 
overflow – two sizes shown.  These serve to catch any 
water overflow from each injectors then pipe it into 
the ash pan.  

They have an open top with a curved edge which 
allows the engineer to see if there is any dribbling.  

The turned over top edge is hopefully there to provide 
anti splash, this will need to be tried out to see how 
well it works out.  

Above the angle version for a new injector boiler 
feed valve for Consuta 

The photo above shows a drawing for an inline version check and cock 
valve. The black item is the pattern for the old Consuta valve to show 

size – clearly this had a flange joint to the boiler 

Above an historic advert for the type of combined check and cock valve needed. 



3 Consuta  Newsletter  -  Summer 2020 

They also need to be cleaned up and 
polished. 

So what work is still needed on Consuta to 
make her ready for service? 

• Fit the new boiler top 
• Bolt on the smokebox front plate 

and it’s door. 
• Fit the Windermere Kettle – this one 

is really important to some. 
• Fit the injector overflow tun dishes – 

see photo of current stage, the height 
sizes need to be checked. 

• Seal all the new pipe joints as 
required, they are only loosely coupled up at present. 

• Clean off the hull old anti-foul and renew.  Our work on San Toy has prepared us for this. 

• Adjust and tighten up all screws on the new fore and aft steering features. 

Non Consuta work during the lockdown 
I wonder what you were able to do during the Lockdown? 
I’m lucky to live by the water, and to have boats to play with during the Lockdown. The photo 
shows a Salters GRP skiff owned by my son Mark and our steamer San Toy both on the mill 
stream.  

The boiler ticket for San Toy had unfortunately expired, so we decided she should be hauled out 
for some much needed underwater work, last done six long years ago. The work involved 
replacing some of the underwater seams fitted with softwood splines some 50 years ago and also 
work on the underwater part of the stem. Paul asked me if the hull anti foul could be changed 
from blue to the more traditional red – yes OK, if he scraped it down. 

However we had to wait for the Mill stream to abate after those early spring rains, so she was 
eventually hauled out during the hot weather in late May, and has now been relaunched with no 
problems at all, following two plus weeks ashore. 

Other boating organisations effected by the Covid 19 virus 

As you will know most work on Consuta is in pause, fortunately we currently have a reasonably 
secure fund base but are wondering how other boating organisations are coping especially those 
that depend on income from the public every year, so may be in need of extra help. Currently 
there is a request for help to support the historic steam launch Alaska, managed by Peter Green. 
Thames Steamers (Alaska) have a request for fund donation help on their website. See  http://
www.thames-steamers.co.uk/covid19.html. It is a pity that we don’t have our Thames Boats 
Museum to help support and conserve these important parts of the Thames heritage and have to 
rely on individual groups for this important duty; so please consider giving a donation towards the 
continuing operation of Alaska. 

Thank you so much for your continuing support, and stay safe. 
Best wishes to all, 

The Consuta Trustees            July 2020 
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Our resident swans had eight cygnets this year 
 

San Toy hauled out for some underwater work.  Cleaning off the anti-foul was a very 
messy business, Consuta will need the same work, but on a larger scale. 
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I’ve included some interesting material from our Consuta archive collection. 
Below is from The Yachtsman of 1901 which has a description of Consuta‘s engine with oil bath lubrication, revs of 550 
rpm with 180 psi, so perhaps not Consuta‘s engine after all?    Then an item from Surrey Mail 1920 “Swanp the Punt” 

On the next two pages are testimonials:- 

The first from Col. Frank Willan in 1899 is confirmation that until the use of Consuta the earlier umpire launches did 
create a lot of wash. Note also the comment about the trial of a Saunders electric launch at the Regatta. 

Then from Mr Clutton, the first owner of Consuta, which reveals that Consuta covered 10,000 miles over an eight year period. 

Surrey Herald, September 3rd, 1920.             Excessive speed in Walton reach. 

Summoned at the instance of the Thames Conservacy, Mr. Arther Howett of Lanadowne-place, Hove, was fined £5 at Kingston County Bench yesterday 
for navigating the steam launch Consuta without special care and caution when passing a punt on the Walton reach of the Thames. 

The Consuta, a speedy launch has for the past eight years carried the umpires for the varsity boat race. 

A Richmond man who was in a punt with friends said they were moored at the bank, when the launch came along at excessive speed, and the wash 
swamped the punt, drenching the occupants. 

Defendant who said he had 39 years experience of the river, said he was in the engine room on this occasion. His son was at the wheel. The steering 
gear went wrong. The speed was not excessive, and the launch made very little wash. 

The Bench thought sufficient care was not exercised. 

From the Saunders catalogue, an 
interesting machinery/cabin layout 
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Finally if you like historic photos of the Thames covering it’s boats, towns and villages the 
Francis Frith collection is well worth a search, see https://www.francisfrith.com/uk/ . 

All Frith photos are copyright, however it is possible to purchase high quality copies of 
individual photos or obtain a 12 page year calendar with twelve selected photos (your 
choice), starting on the year and month you would like.  

For my birthday I was given one of these calendars with some great photos of Thames 
boating scenes taken in the late Victorian period,  

The calendar option is excellent value if you would like several prints, the photos are about 
A4 size and you chose the twelve photos from the Frith collection. The sample photo above is 
from my calendar and was taken in Abingdon in 1890. The landing stage states it is for the 
Crown and Thistle Hotel, so I looked at a map and see that this pub is not on the river but a 
short distance along Bridge Street – after some further research I think we’ve identified the 
location in the old photo; so where do you think it is, above or below Abingdon bridge? 

Latest news from the EA (guidance note No 7) 

The Thames is now open for navigation with overnight stay for private boat owners, and with 
assisted passage through locks, however please note that Covid 19 restrictions still apply. 

Brian Smith 

More from the archives 


