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The Consuta Trust Newdletter No.5

7th July 2000
We still need a Consuta supportersclub.

This has not yet been formed whichis a pity, becauseit means that you will haveto rely on me
keeping you informed, and thisislikely to be a bit sporadic. Anyway hereisthelatest news.

A bit of amixed bag. A lot is happening.
Work done

Consuta has been moved back into Colin Henwood's wor kshop. Thereal boiler is now resting in the
hull and the engine will be lowered in next week, that is, when | get around to takingit to the
boatyard. By the way, we had steam demonstrations of the engine at the Beale Park Boat Show, and it
was great crowd puller.

The seats, covering boards, front and rear decks have now all been completed. The framework for the
sidedecking is al so ready for the engine and boiler side decking. Consuta really does look quite
impressive now.

The engine mounting base and the propshaft complete with the 25 inch by 32 inch propeller was fitted
amonth ago. Allan Hurst has offered onethat hethinksis 30 inch diameter by 40 inch pitch, that
sounds just about right to me. The boiler, ddivered last week, has had a new wet type ashpan made by
Tony Cundick at Kew. The main steam takeoff and stop valve have been fitted, again by Tony. We
now havetwo water gauges and two injectors provided by Graham Lindsay and self. However the
pipework and fittings for the injectors still needs to be sorted.

Alan Douglas has turned his hand to making the coal bunkers in wood, he says that the shapeis a bit
more complicated than hefirst thought. Thereisto be one on each side of the boiler.

Did | mention in thelast notethat we have purchased the coppe steam and exhaust pipes. Our copper
experts will give an interesting demonstration of copper pipe bending (these pipes are 1¥2inch and 3
inch diameter respectivdy). Also we still need to design and build the 'cyclone' style exhaust silencer,
a design perfected by Roger Mallinson. Thetricky bit is space needed for a suitable expansion
volume John Haycock has volunteered to make the engine drip tray when we can get a drawing for
this. lan Cross keeps asking for the final drawing of the intermediate coupling shaft, this couples
engine to propshaft and includes the thrust block, hewantsto get on and make it. | will complete the
detail dimensions of this when the engine is mounted.

Work to be done

The Trust are arranging for thework of completing the forward and aft cockpits to be done by the
boatyard —thisisin hand now. The Trust still haveto finalise the detail of the boiler and engine
casing. Thisis probably best accomplished using ply mock-ups, before cutting into those expensive
timbers.

We are still short of funds to complete all the tasks by the boatyard. So any fund raising idess or even
donations would be welcome. Fund raising has generally gonewdl. The Henley Royal Regatta
members responded magnificently to our appeal, and provided some £6,000, thank you very much.
Severa maore SBA members have made wd come donations to our funds. Geoff tells methat he has
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made an application to the Transport Trust for funding. We also looking at a new type of lottery funding
which has possibilities, however thisison a pilat trial in the London area only and will not be generally
available until the end of the year.

Oncetherestoration has been completed | am very confident that annual maintenance and running costs
can be covered by the use and display of Consuta. Wejust need that final push on the restoration fund
raising scene.

Thewinter base thisyear isamost certain to bein an enclosed Cowshed (110 ft by 32 ft) at Child Beale
Park. Thiswould also be an ideal base for the supporters club, however it looks as though this may only
be availablefor oneyear. A navigation cut to the private lakeis promised for this autumn and when done,
Child Beale will be the summer operational base for Consuta. The floating boathouse idea unfortunately
has had to be put on hold for the moment.

We are now aiming to have Consutain service next Spring, and there is no reason why this cannot be
achieved.

Several of you have asked "why no working parties lately", wdl there are some "interesting” tasks which
are looming in the background and | am hoping that we can call on your servicesin the autumn.

A Social evening with Consuta and friends at the Boatyard

The Trustees are arranging a social evening at the boatyard for all interested parties on Thursday 27th
July, 6:30pm. Light refreshments will be provided by Lyn. Y ou can see the progress on Consuta, and ask
any questions, and most importantly offer any suggestions either for the completion of the restoration or
the future running of Consuta. We are still wanting someone to take on the administrative task of looking
after a Friends of Consuta volunteers club, if you would like to help with this, please let us know.

Anyway do come along, and seethe progress, and ask any questions, we are especially interested in your
thoughts and comments about the future usage of Consuta.

Colin and Lucie Herwood are generously allowing us accessto the premises from 6:30pm to 9:00pm

So that we can have an idea of the numbers for snacks, please do let me know if you
are coming or not. Brian Smith:- 01488 658795.

PS: Areyou going to the Thames Trad Boat Rally 15th/16th July. Please let meknow ASAP!

Thisisthe real boiler being Iiftﬁg into the hull —weight about 1 ton 3 cwt
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Friends of Consuta

« The Consuta Trust needs volunteers to help operate the S.L. Consuta.
« Wewould like to have a supporters clubto provide thistype of help.

e The Consuta Trust isaregistered charity

« Consutaisregistered as an Historic Vessel and is considered of national importance, being
included inthe list of Designated V essels prepared by the National Historic Ships Committee

« The Consuta Trust want SL Consuta to be used and displayed on the River Thames.

« If you would like to help run and operate Consuta please put you name and tel ephone number
below, if you would like to help set up the support group tick the box on the right: -

Print your name please

Telephone

| would like to help start the
supporters club
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Letter of 7th April 99 (variations sent to following)

John Schofield
Dick Bradford
lan Rutter
Robin Wallace Sims
Mac Scott

Ken Challice
David Ayers
Bill HaAll

Geoff Newton
lan Cross
Richard Havard
Edward Thring
Derek Brown

Roger Mallinson
Adrian Birtles
John Winn

Tony Cundick
Graham Lindsay

Paul

Lucy
Mark

Lyn

Work Part 1 and 1a over Easter
weekend
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