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The Consuta HL F funded proj ect

This project planned to run until the
end of 2018 is a comprehensive
exercise managed by Trustees and ¢ li
challenging. | suppose this is to be
expected when designing and buildin )
a specialist job like a steam boiler.
Providing the project activities during
the summer of 2017 has also been a
most interesting learning curve whick
should serve us well for next year.

Our initial problem with the exhibition ¥
display was attracting young families Unlt is now closed up for the winter — impressit®to on the big panel’>
come along and see what it was all

about. We installed a big TV 70"thand) and this helped with a few more visitors, tileo material
available for display is amazing and | thank Paulrésearching all the historic material. Howevesin
families still passed by without calling in. Ther wecided to try using a bubble machine — have you
seen these? they are great and children are cegutiv&/e did wonder about using hissing steam sounds
such as steam whistles by a sound system but dettidee were not appropriate.

Theextensiverefurbishment work on Consuta

The new boiler construction has started well, archave been sourcing all the new boiler fittingd th
are required.

There had been some concern about how the vemelabgany sides of the boiler casing could be
removed. | remember our friend lan who bought arateanoe called Sandpiper then discovered that its
bottom was in a very poor state so started cayegfitking out the rotten bits. Geoff Newton who was
helping told him to stand aside and then removedumhole of the canoe bottom with a chain saw — well
after all Geoff was a surgeon, so what would yopeek lan was initially horrified, however the cano
was soon fitted out with a completely new bottonwak wondering would we need to do the same
drastic treatment with Consuta'’s boiler casingetoitgoff, it's a lovely piece of mahogany. Forttels |
don't think we need worry because the sides sedra keeld on with a great number of hidden wood
screws so it should lift off without too much trdeib

We haven't been able to do this so far becauseu@issstill outside under its summer covers, atlyv
frustrating. The agreement with Beale Park wasdgarConsuta into the old cowshed during
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September 2017 for the project work to start. Havesince Richard Howard passed away
earlier this year Beale Park trustees have chatingedrrangements which has delayed the
refurbishment progress. Unfortunately due to tlebsenges we will not be able to have Consuta
ready for the Park Boat Show, nor probably any moieating events during 2018. This is very
disappointing, because our trust have been supgdttis Boat Show every year since 2001.

If you want to be kept updated on refurbishmengpess please visit the Trust website and go
to the Consuta project link or click the faceboiok |

Consuta Social

Following the low interest and lack of bookings éar River Spice Social February this year,
our impromptu event at The Swan in Pangbourne vgasat success, and much simpler
because we didn’t have to ask people to make préeal choices, but just order on the day.

So we’ve decided to make similar arrangementseaB#etle and Wedge in Moulsford. The
date chosen for our Social is 17th February 208 uld be grateful if you could please
confirm that you wish to attend before the endasfulry so that | can then book the number of
places required. The Restaurant has several tabled seat 10 people and of course there is
that lovely view over the river. See the last pogeadditional details and sample menu choice.

A Merry Christmas and our very best wishes forNlesv Year. Beriasn Smit/

This line drawing is from David’s Cad work, which will be useful for getting
the details of the new parts to fit in well. Note the much lower profile of
engine and boiler casing

——
___.—__——-—_
B |
3]




Sometechnical information about steam fittings

The photos above show a few of the boiler fittingd they are roughly in scale for a direct
comparison of sizes.

1 The two main 122" engine steam valves —deé is the throttle, the other is the boiler

angle stop valve — on the backhead.

This is a %" globe angle stop valve useskweral places.

Hattersley 34" gate check valve used fotbibiker injector feed line

Two Penberthy type injectors — left is 3atiaight is a ¥2" size. Feed rate is given as

360 and 180 gallons per hour respectively. Thesdéram the old boiler for reuse.

5 A 1" blanking plug (left) for the washoudles and a %2" and 34" pipe fitting which
provides easily removable connections to any ¥arstétting.

A OWDN

British Standard Pipe (BSP) is a world standardfpe fittings and the sizes vary in
fractions of inch (the USA has a different threadhf called National Pipe Thread NPT).

A 2" BSP pipe thread is not a measurement of treathdiameter but is the internal
diameter of a threaded pipe. So a ¥2" BSP steane v&iwmtended for use with a pipe of %2"
internal diameter. A pipe that has thick walls barthreaded for the size of a steam fitting.

However it gets a little more confusing becauseB8® threads comes as parallel or
tapered threads — named BSPP or BSPT. The purpteseened threads is to provide a
pressure tight joint by thread only. Most femalé/ea (as above) have a tapered thread.
The old standards used to be tapered male injoesgd female, however this has now
apparently changed to tapered male into paraliedfe. Now most of the pipe fittings on
Consuta will use BSP pipe joints except the madarst line which will use flanged joints.
If you are looking at the main steam valves you sek that they are screwed, so a 4v2"
diameter flange will be screwed into these big galto make the pipe connection.



Kevin reports boiler construction progress is goirdl and the photos above show early stages ofvéigding,
the one on the right shows the dome which is soitapt for dry steam, the other shows the foundatiiag
ready with weld preps to the wrapper and firebamtslof welding still to go.

Below a typical scene from the Reading Regattdn, Giinsuta following three eights — race speeds barebe
quite high, the course is quite short and makesfointeresting run with Consuta. Just for the mecGonsuta
can easily keep up with the fastest race speedsvihd bit in hand.




The Consuta Social Luncheon

At the Beetle and Wedge Restaurant Moulsford
On Saturday 17th February 2018
12:00am for 1:00pm

I've attached a sample menu overleaf to show cstispossible options — however please
note that there may be variations on the day. @rd#ly you order from the menu and pay as
well. The bar is on the ground floor and the restatis on the 1st floor.

We need to let the restaurant know the number opleeattending two weeks before the
date, so please let me know by email, by post oplgne before the end oANUARY
whether you would like to come along so that | taok the tables. | will be asking for
tables to be arranged with 10 places.

Please let me know numbersin your party and any special needs
beforethe 1st of February.

For the Consuta Social please ainta

Post:- Brian Smith, 19 Mill Bank, Kintbury, Hgerford, RG17 9UW
Email:- brian.smith@consuta.org.uk
Phone:- 01488 658795



The Beetle & Wedge Boathouse

Basic Beetle

Two Course £20 Three Courses £24

Inclusive of Mediterranean olives & freshly baked bread

To Start...

Roasted Butternut Squash Veloute, Herb Sippets
Or
Homemade Game Terrine, Red Onion Chutney, Toasted Bloomer
Or
Scottish Smoked Salmon, Horseradish Cream

To Follow...

Pan Roasted Fillet of Salmon, Spinach & Hollandaise
Or
Wild Mushroom & Leek Gnocchi, Grated Parmesan & Truffle Oil
Or

Local Pheasant & Sweet Potato Curry, Spiced Courgettes, Pilau Rice,
Mango Chutney & Chapatti Bread

Served with Seasonal Vegetables & Roasted New Potatoes

To Finish...

Glazed Lemon Tart, Passion Fruit Sorbet

Or

Mixed Berry Cheesecake, Winter Berry Coulis
Or

Rich Chocolate Delice with Chantilly Cream

Cafetiéres of Coffee or Loose Leaf Tea

An optional service charge of 10% will be added to tables of 10 or more guests. All gratuities are distributed between all members of staff.
Food Allergies & Intolerances
All dishes can be tweaked to accommodate your needs. Please speak to a member of our management team to discuss
ingredients in your meal.




The Consuta Trustees

Wish you a Merry Christmas
a Happy New Year

Beale Park Boat Show 2017




